Output from the Networking discussion group.

Peace Education Synergy—a step towards greater coordination and collaboration

Wednesday 14 January, 2004



1. The participants included:

Mignon Lowe from Diamond Creative Theatre Movement

Mr Nelo Adams, John Palmer from Love Outreach International

Ms Jem Issacs from Gplus

Ms Corlette from YWCA

Garfield Bailey from GRPA

Melanie Reimer from Carter Centre

Mr John Ally from Ankerville CDC

Mr Fredericks from GOIP

Afke from UNDP

Renee from PAHO

Rickford Blair from UG

Interest expressed from Terrence Lewis from CYP who had to leave earlier.

2. The suggested places to get lists of organisations in existence in Guyana are:

CYP

Registrar of Burial and Friendly Societies in Ministry of Human Services

Women's Affairs Bureau

Ministry of Local Government

NGO Forum

1994 UNDP NGO directory 

and other informal sources such as the Carter Centre

3. The benefits to networking and partnership in Guyana which were mentioned:

· access to audiences in different areas

· share knowledge, some resources, and expertise

· be able to find groups to fill gaps when dealing with social issues

4. The challenges:

· difficulties in sustaining communication

· competition for resources, turf issues

· sometimes difficult to think outside of the vision of the organisation to a wider common vision

· bad experiences with previous partnerships

· ignorance of other groups/organisations/individuals

· 'is not we thing'

· unclear guidelines, ambiguous  objectives sometimes caused problems in networks and partnerships

5. The opportunities which exist:

· Carter Centre meeting in March, one agenda item is to examine successful networks and partnerships as case studies

· SDNP as a vehicle to use the technology to promote organisations, networks and partnerships and to maintain an open and accessible database of organisations and individuals involved in advocacy and community development issues

· The post conference seminar to be organised on 7 February as a follow up.

Submitted by V. Kissoon

