PARTNERS IN CONFLICT RESOLUTION 

University of Guyana/GuyberNet /Clerical and Commercial Workers Union/ Youth Challenge Guyana

Tel: 223-8251, Fax: 226-2804

c/o GuyberNet, 17 F Garnett Street, Campbellville, Georgetown, Guyana, S.A.
Minutes of meeting held on Friday May 7, 2004
GuyberNet Boardroom

Present were:

Trevor Benn – Convener



Standhope Williams – GuyberNet




Rickford Blair – University of Guyana




Bevon Currie – Guyana Youth and Student Movement





Cala Mahadeo – Friends of Peace Pilgrim




Rayonne Pyle – Guyana Peace Corp Volunteers




Lateef Lisimba – Guyana Co-operative Credit Union League




Safraaz A. Shalod - Central Islamic Organisation of Guyana




Eve Patrick - Youth Challenge Guyana
1. Call to order and welcome
The meeting was called to order at approximately 16:35 hours by Convener, Trevor Benn, who apologized for delaying the start of the meeting to facilitate the arrival of a few representatives. Partners were then invited to observe one minute’s silence to meditate according to their individual beliefs after which, Mr. Benn extended a warm welcome especially to those attending the meeting for the first time.
2. Minutes of previous meeting

The minutes of the last meeting held on Friday April 23, 2004 were read by Standhope Williams. There were a few corrections as follows:

· The name ‘Sahadeo’ should be changed to ‘Mahadeo’ 
· Page 1, the word ‘prospective’ should be deleted from the first paragraph under, ‘Welcome & Introduction’. 
· Page 2, item 4.ii:  the word ‘Ethnic’ should replace ‘Race’ under Visit by representative of CHRC 
· Page 2, item 4.ii: insert the word ‘Former’ between the words ‘and’ and ‘Secretary’, under Visit by representative of CHRC.
3. Adoption of Minutes
After corrections were made, the motion to adopt the minutes was moved by Bevon Currie and it was seconded by Cala Mahadeo.

4. Matters arising out of the minutes
a)
Invitation Letters to Organisations

Letters of invitation to the meeting were sent out to all organisations as identified, 
and according to Mr. Benn, PICR is prepared to continue doing the same in 
future. 
He noted that during the week he received advice that there are several 
Hindu 
organisations existing in Guyana. In fact he said he is in receipt of a list of 
these organisations from Mr. Vidya Kissoon of UNDP.  


Mr. Currie cautioned that some of these organisations are much divided and we 
ought not to be seen as fostering division by dealing with factions. Rather, he suggested that 
we should recognize and deal only with the governing bodies such as Guyana Hindu Dharmic Sabha - the organisation led by Pandit Reepu Daman Persaud. It was generally agreed that there should be no harm in inviting all the groups 
identified on the list since they will all have a chance to respond. 
b) Meeting with Friends of Peace Pilgrim

Mr. Benn reported that Ms. Mahadeo had arranged a meeting with himself and 
Dr. Simon. He noted that Dr. Simon is very enthusiastic about the work of PICR and as such, PICR will follow up on research being conducted in schools by FPP, and we will seek to have our inputs. According to Ms Mahadeo, the research has already been conducted in two schools and she informed the meeting that Mr. Benn has been asked to become a member of the FPP Foundation. Ms. Mahadeo promised that she will bring a copy of the questionnaire being used for the research to the 
next meeting. 
c) Peace Child Initiative

For the benefit of new members, Mr. Benn recapped the main thrust of the Peace 
Child International Study Tour and Training initiative. He noted that he was 
unable to complete the proposal for the study tour to one of Peace Child’s 
Projects in time to be 
presented at this meeting but will try to have it ready for the 
next meeting. 

d) Conference on Guyana


The University of Guyana has been asked to take the lead role in organizing the 
Conference on Guyana. PICR will be playing a supportive role and others are 
welcome to participate. However, we have been asked to hold off on plans for the 
conference as UG officials are now very busy with exam preparation.
e) Establishment of small secretariat


There has been no movement in this area. However, there are indications that help 
will be forthcoming from some organisations but we have to make the necessary 
approach. Mr. Benn stressed the need to press on with our initiatives.
5.
Ethnic Relations Commission

The convener was happy to report that several members of Partners in Conflict 
Resolution have been attending meetings of the Ethnic Relations Commission as 
representatives of their respective organisations. He reiterated that PICR is there 
to support the work of the ERC as far as possible and to this end, the following 
were discussed:-

Booklet on Film Festival
· A booklet titled ‘Common Ground Film Festival’ focusing on various conflict situations around the world was 
distributed by Mr. Benn who obtained several copies from the last ERC meeting he attended. The ERC is planning to bring these films to Guyana to be shown for one week during the month of August at the National Cultural Centre. After each film is shown, it is envisaged that there will be a discussion on those aspects of conflict resolution explored in the films that could be used to solve the various conflict situations in Guyana. Mr. Benn noted that the ERC is asking persons to support that the festival.
· Mr. Benn informed the meeting that the ERC is also asking for Moderators/Discussants to chair the post-film discussion and it was felt that specific groups should be targeted such as students of the University of Guyana.  He said that Ms. Susan Koscis, who is the organizer of the festival and Vice President for Arts and Culture of “Search for Common Ground”, is available for discussions with any group on the film festival. He noted that the UNDP is willing to organise a telephone discussion with the organizers of the festival based upon requests. It was agreed that a teleconference should be arranged for members of Partners in Conflict Resolution to speak to the organizers. 

· It was therefore recommended that such a  teleconference should be held at the next meeting of Partners in Conflict Resolution and possibly a request could be made for this meeting to be held at UNDP since they will be facilitation the telephone conversations

· Mr. Williams noted that a film was recently done on Guyana by the BBC and possibly the ERC should try to obtain a copy. However, it was noted that some people might not find favour with it as seem to be the case from newspaper articles. 

· Several copies of the film festival booklet were distributed to members and those who did not get were promised copies by Mr. Benn. 

· The next meeting of the ERC will be held at the ERC Headquarters in Queenstown on Monday 18th May, 2004 and members are free to attend.
6. Any other Business
i. Workshop on inner-peace
· Ms. Cala Mahadeo remarked that as peace advocates, members of Partners in Conflict Resolution should really begin with changing our inner-selves before we attempt to change others and this can be achieved 
through a meditation workshop that could be arranged by the Friends of 
Peace Pilgrim organisation. 

· This suggestion found favour among members who accepted Ms Mahadeo’s offer that the workshop be conducted by Dr. Simon, the founder of Friends of Peace Pilgrim in Guyana.

·  The workshop is to be held on a separate day from our meeting date.
· Mr. Lisimba recommended that other organisations be invited to participated in the workshop and everything should be done to get representatives to take part.

· Mr. Benn noted that the initiative suggested by Ms. Mahadeo is timely and it is a very good one since it will serve as a reminder of our goal - that we are in the process of promoting peace and social cohesion in Guyana.

ii. Objectives of Partners in Conflict Resolution
· There was a query about the objectives of PICR as it was felt that these should be clearly spelt out. However, it was reiterated that PICR is not meant to be a new organisation with a rigid organizational structure. Rather, as a network of organisations, it is pursuing the general goal of working to bring about greater social cohesion in Guyana. As a result, there will be a convergence of ideas from various persons of different backgrounds who would have a chance to chair meetings as there would be a system of rotating chairmanship.
· Mr. Benn explained that PICR is part of a process that is being tested, as peace is an elusive concept in Guyana and cannot be achieved overnight, thus, while it is laudable to list a set of objectives as is done in our regular organisations, we cannot be definitive and confine ourselves by a new set of objectives for PICR in our quest for greater social cohesion. He noted that although they have a constitutional mandate, even the Ethnic Relations Commission, is still searching for ideas and appropriate ways to take the process forward.
· This explanation was supported by Mr. Currie who felt that as a network, we are there to support each other as in the case of the Friends of Peace Pilgrim organisation which will be sharing its research with PICR.
· Mr. Pyle felt that sometimes people lose perspective on their mission and he noted that studies in the area of peace have shown that without a vision you get nowhere. He also noted that peace philosophy states that in order to achieve peace we have to start with inner peace. He said the objective must be aimed at working towards harmonious living. To this end he suggested borrowing a statement made by Ms. Mahadeo that we must ‘eat peace, think peace and sleep peace’. Mr. Williams agreed that this statement could be incorporated in a ‘vision statement’ for PICR.
There being no other business, the meeting came to a close at approximately 18:30 hours.

Submitted by,

Standhope Williams
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